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If Lu Senarens has a somewhat weary
look, remembcr he has written
about 35,000,000 words of dime

novel "copy"

ONCE every three months or so a limou-
sine draws up in front of the Twenty-
third Street oftice that still bears the
famihar rame of Frank Tousey, pub-

i:sher of chr.e novels, and a prosperous look-
¦<r,g man steps out.
The prosperous individual make? his way

-.3 etairs to the Tousey office and proceech 11
hy up all the dime novels in sight. Sometimes
:t spends $50 on these paper-backed works
vbtch were plentiful ;i cteneration ago, but
?hich now are getting into the class of literary
nriosities.
When our hero.to iapsc into thc vernacuiar

of the dime novelist.has bought all the paper
covered books in sight, and when his plaintive
"Aren't there any more?" has been met with
a final wearicd "No" on the part of the office
s.aff he goes home to an orgy of old-fashioned
nt/ing.
The man in the iimousine is simply one of

the oldtime dime novel fans who has found no
.- ibstitute for his favorite reading. Tie is the
proprietor ofa big hotel in Xew York. and has
ironcy enough to buy plenty $2 books. But
that is not the idea, no; at all. He is or.e of
a considerable army that thc recession of the
dime novel wave has left stranded. Xot aii thc
others own limousines and -.. di Lve in to tl e
one plant where literature of the old-iashioi
sort is being produced. Most of them write
letters which usually begin:

"I used to read your stories years ago, and
ivciiild like to reread them. I would like to g< t,
ii particular. a story entitled 'Old King
Brady's Last Chance.' I have not been able to
get any copies in my town nnd would be oblige
if you can get one for me, and also othei
stories of the same kind." etc.
No end of letters in similar strain are re¬

ceived at the office where the dime novel is
making ils last stand. There is something pa-
thetic about them. They tell of a desire for
entertainment which Lhe "movie" has not sat-
i fied, and which is not satisfied by more pre-
tentious magazines which .some of the old pub-l.shers of dime novels are bringing out to-ddy.At the Xew York Publie Library these
dassics of a by-gone age."Nick Carter,""Deadwood Dick" and the like-are kept for
tne sake of these oldtime fans who have netfound anything in the way of entertainment
to take the place of the dime novel ard the
inckel library. Tiie only trouble is that thesei-ehcs from the dime novel age are read so con-¦utartiy that their flimsy covers are worn offand U:eir edges are ragged. When the presenteapply is gone, apparently, the dime nove;reader is in for a hard time. for many of th*
onenme favorites are out of print At thiMcond hand bookshops in Xew York whenold magarines and paper-backed books arc<te8lt m. it is said this type of literature is.carce. A few years ago the bookstores wereMed with them, but to-day dime novels areated m the curio class. Many of them are at
j;preimum. Thrillers which originally soldlor five cents will now command 25 cents. and«* almost impossible to get, even at that puicethe motion pietures put the dime novel ir'"present precarious state of existence Bum. The vietory is not yet to the interlcpciJ* appeared so unexpectedly on the scenene hero was thrust back to the edge of thef'ecipice, and for a time it looked as if he*m going to be thrown over, with no miracu-
p"vehTPe r^^ But right at the 6a. old:Kholog,cal moment that has saved so manyZT* £ltU|Aati0nS thPre Came a 6udden2^ J" Publie sentiment. The "movies"

kl?lfmt,bl9 t0 Pack the "ow^ into anytll 2 7°°m thHt had a Btrin* of **l J? m fr°nt* "Thtlltar- screen storiesV" [a! v'cre «* heaviest sufferers.
*hih \1 Same time ther ca. stirringsU i ,catea that the dime novel was nolSLin,::herVh°°k0ff th^andsof the

W^hi3 cUffk»Vi"ain! l rCfUSe t0 be thr0Wed

**2.et* fTtUm ***' Th« ««.
^'of alm\the,P°int °f death' shows
Ww .m<^ack- Nobody pretends to

mLX?T '" PnCeS °f movie 8h°.. or

.*««g v^ n° dTama °f the b!ood~
««ed won

Ca" Pr°VdC theM that «.e^aSSLSaT\ InddCnt °n tHe SCre^C?t5,! b*lncident on th* vrtim«v". The callowest movie fan knows

noia; stand, you rumanly crew, or
I'll make buzzard food of you!" was
the title of this Dcadwood Dick cover

picture. We simply can*t improve
on it. It is the perfect dime novel

that star actors who act in thrillers have
-ubstitutes to do the dangerous work. Thc
matinee idol carries (hc aetion right. to the
point of the leap across the chasm and then
some athlete from a circus does the leaping.
Or ihe hero puts om the gloves and gets al!
ready for the sanguinary conflict that is to
ecide just where the heroine's fair hand goes

---and then some professional prizefighter
gives ni)d takes all tho really hard blows.

But the hero of a dime novel never turns
to the author and whines: "Say, old man,
you've got to have some one substitute for r.i''
in ihe big fight scene and in that sce:ie where
! jump out of the burning building with the
heroine in my arms. I can't run the risk of
having my proiile mussed up. The movie
Lans would quit writing for my picture."

'i he dime novel hero just runs right along
doing his duty as soon as hc sees it. Ho it?
always dcpendable and he never has to hire
his work done.and al! this may be thc reason

why he ia staging thia come-back.
Lu Senarens, who haa been editor of the

Tousey publications for years ar.d who has
been writing and editing dime novels and
their like since the game began, probably
knows more than any other man Tibout this
class of literature. But Mr. Senarens says he
doesmt know what. has made the dime novel
come back. He does know that he is glad to
see the revival, as he believes the dime novel

RADIO AS THE DIME NOVEL FAN WOULD HAVE IT

XYZ Broadcasting Station, Dreamland.No limit to meters

U P. M,.Reportn on thr dime novel crop.
7 P. M,.Titlcs of thc weefc's neto dime novel issues.
S P. Hl..Authora' readlngs from unpubl'mhcd stories by thc uritera of the ISick

Carter, Deadtvood Dick. Old Sleuth, Old King Brady and other series.
10 P. M,.Bcdlime story: "Thc Three Grizsly Bears and Calamity Jane, or the

Talhing Coyote of Dead Man'a Gufch," by the author of the Young Wild West stories.

never has done harm and certainly has been
the means of providing nntold thousands with
fche Gilbertian "source of innocent merri-
ment."

Mr, Senarens. is to be found al his desk at
the office of the Tousey company, 1 GjS We.-'
Twenty-tbird Street. Only it is the Tousey
company no more. The name of Frank Tou¬
sey, Inc, which was continued as a corporate
name years after the death of Mr. Tousey, has
just been discontinued and the publications of
the firm are now hrought out by Harry E.
Wolff. After Frank Tousey's death his
brother conducted the business several year:;.
Then it was sold to the present publishers.

Mr. Senarens knew the dime novel publish¬
ing business in its golden days. Besides Tou¬
sey there were several firms in the business.
There was Beadle & Adams, who published
many popular suecesses from their house in
William Street. They aiso published "The
Saturday Star Journal," and thrived from
1870 to 1897. Street & Smith hnd several
characters that "went over big." chief of
these being Nick Carter. Tousey, besides pub-

li hing Old King Brady and other hitsj was

bringing out a weekly entitled "Happy Days.''
Then there was ihe Munro house, that brought
out thrillers and more pretentious books in
paper covers. Other houses in New York
were in the field. Cleveland had no less than
three publishers of dime novels or nickel li-
brar ies.

Tho great essential was tq find ;i, character
that would do well to serialize. Wh.cn that
was done the game was plain enough sailing.
All that was necessary was for the author to
bring out one of these stories.from 30,000
to 33,000 words.every week. That sounds
iike a lot of wordage, but in reality it is not
so difficult, according to those "in the know"
--provided you have the trick of writing inci-
dent. But if you haven't the knack it is hope-
less to try it, as they'll carry you out raving
after a week of effort. Last Sunday The
Tribune told the story of Frederick Van Rens-
sclaer Dey, author of the Nick Carter series,
who committed. suicide a short time ago in a

New York hotel. He had the necessary gifts
of imagination and facility of composition

Here is a cover illustration for a story
about Frank Reade jr., and his "Steam
Horse." Lu Senarens wrote countless
scientific stories of this sort, in ad¬
vance of the submarine, airship, etc.

to make a success of dime novel writing.
But he had not written any sueh stories for
years before his death. The market for his
wares had almost vanished, and he was too old
to wait for th.e- come-back.

Most of the firms that published dime
novels went out of business altogether when
the movie competition swept the boards almost
clean. Some of them were succes?ful in pub¬
lishing a higher type of magazine. More pages
were added, better writers were secured. p>7-

pensive covers were put on and tho pub-
lication names were changed. A new audi-
ence was found tor these magazines, as it is
hardly reasonable to suppose that the readers
of the cruder publications would follow along
tn such. radical changes.

Old Cap Collierj King Brady, Old Sleuth,
Deadwood Dick, were some of the names that
made the greatest appeal to dime novel read¬
ers. When a popular character was created
i; often followed that more than one man

worked to keep that character before the
public fifty-two weeks in the year. Sometimes
an author might ba sick or he might feel the
need of a vacation.in which case a substi-
tute would pound out a story or two to bridge
lhe gap. But mostly the storie3 were writ¬
ten by the men who originated them, as it wns
fcund that the intimate touch was sometimes
lacking when others did thc work. Writers
who created favorice charactcrs were known

THE SCHOOL OF AUCTION BRIDGE
By R. F. FOSTERTHERE are several ways of making

tricks with a trump suit at the com¬

mand of the declarer, but A ere is al¬
ways the risk of being unc::pectedly

overtrumped. The high cards in plain suits
are never a certainty until the last of the ad-
versaries' trumps are gone.
There are three ways of making tricks at

no-trumps, and they are also more or less of a

speculation. By making tricks it should be
understood that the sure tricks are not re¬

ferred to. They will make themselves any
time. It is getting the tricks that are not
sure that Artns in playing no-trumpers.

If there are three .. cln bs to the acc king in
one hand and three to the queen in thc other

? AQ 54
three tricks in that suit are a certainty at no-

four. The place to look for extra tricks is in
trumps, but no play in the world could make

the suits that have at least seven between the
two hands, only two or three of which are

winners.
Apart from the science of making re-entries

there are two ways of making extra tricks
which are peculiar to the play of no-trumpers.
One of these is finessing. The other is playing
for splits.
A finesse is trying to win a trick with a

card which is not the best you hold in the suit.
The typical example is aee and queen in one

hand, small cards in the other. If the king is
on the right of the queen you can make two
tricks by leading from the weak hand to thc
strong and finessing the queen. The same

lead, lo the queen, is made if aee and queen
are divided.
With three honors in the suit, such as aee

queen jack, or aee jack ten, it is necessary to
arrange for tw-o leads from the weak hand, if

possible, so as to make two finesses, if the
first one succeeds.
The second of these positions, aee jack ten

in one hand, combines the tactics of finessing
with playing for splits. Not only are the two
finesses arranged for, but the play is based
on the probability that the king and queen
are split, in which case only one of them will
take a trick.

It is rather remarkable that there is no

chapter in any book on auction devoted to

playing for splits, although there are many
hands in which they are the principal hope,
quite apart from finessing. The simplest po-

sition is when there are seven cards between
the two hands, divided four and three or five
and two. If the six cards in the hands of
the opponents are split you can make a trick
or two with your long cards. In the second
column is an elementary example.
Z dealt and bid no-trump, which all passed.

A led the nine of spades. Against trump con-

tracts the lead of the ten or jack is consid¬
ered better. Against no-trumpers the fourth
best is more informatory. The declarer takes
a look at his prospects.
The high cards in the combin.d hands that

are sure winners are two spades, three clubs
and two diamdnds. Two tricks must bc picked
up somewhere to win the game. As there are

no suits that offer any chance for finessing,
these extra tricks must be made, if at all. by
playing for splits.

There are two splits possible to play for,
one in each of tho red suits. The usual rule
is to select the suit that is longer in one hand,
and, if possible, the suit that will lose the
lesser number of tricks in getting it cleared
up. Both these considerations point to the
diamonds as better than the hearts.

If the diamonds are not split game is impos¬
sible, but on the chance that they are split Z
leads three rounds of the suit at once. With
the queen of clubs as a sure re-entry and
spades still stopped, Z can win the game by
playing for the split, as the hearts are stopped
against any play, provided neither jack nor

queen is played second hand if hearts are led.

If is not at a!l uncommon for a good player
to make two tricks in a suit of seven cards in
which he has nothing but the aee, if he can

stop the pther suits. By leading a small card
and letting it ride he can lead the aee and
another next time. If the outstanding six are

split the fourth card is established for a
trick. There are frequent opportunities for
c-ombining the two plays in the same suit, the
iinesse first and then the split.

BRIDGE PROBLEM NO. 106

Hearts are trumps and Z leads. Y and Z
vant all six tricks. How do they get theml
Solution next tveek.

The late Edward Van Renssclaer Dey,
author of the Nick Carter storics,
which sold by the millions before thc

advent of the movies

to take a justiflable pride in their creations.
They suffered or triumphed with thc person-
ages they had created, and naturally they
wero averse to having others breaking in and
spoiling things.
When one considers it, the situation is quite

the same in higher lines of work. Dr. Arthur
Conan Doyle created Sherlock Holme?, and a
feverish publie nearly drove him to despera-
tion writing new stories. E. W. Hornung had
the same experience with Raffles, who had to
/eep committing crimes in order to satisfy the
demands of magazine readers. To-day any
magazine editor will assure a writer that if
said writer can create a character that is
worth running a series about the reputation
and fortune of the author are as good as
made.

If any one thinks the iVih.e novel writer
ehould not be brought into such comparisona
he is mistaken. It is no small gift, this suc¬
cessful writing of dime novels. More people
are born to tight rope walking than to dime
novel writing. To keep incident moving in
lively fashion and to make one's characters
seem vital the while requires something more
than mere knack. Many good writers havo
ttied it.men who have made reputations in
higher lines cf work.and have fallen down.

Here is the way dime novels are writti
The author calls on thc editor and hands over
a list of titles, with descriptive sub-titles.
These may read as follows: "Old King Brady's
Great Triumph; or, the Mystery of a Night-
hawk Cab"; Old Cap Collier's Fight; or,
the Wharf Rats of Xew York"; "Young Wild
West; or, Defying the Blackfeet."

There may be twenty titles or more in the
list nubmitted by the author. Thc editor
checks off the titles that sound interesting to
him. These titles are forwarded to the artist
who does tiie covers, and pictures are drawn
without regard to any story. ]n fact, there
isn't any story.not even in the author's head.
The story ls to come later.
The author starts work on the titles which

have been selected. V'hile he is writing tho
story the artist is busy making the cover.
The artist, like the author, must be giftcd with
imagination. He takes his cue from the title
and sub-tltle of each story. Nothing elso
guides him. If the title concerns a hansom
cab, a street fight is drawn, with a cab in the
foreground. The artist knows the characters
in the series under way. He draws each of
these main characters true to type.

The author, who is now pretty well along
with his story, may be given a look at the
pieture which is to go on the front cover. I?
he hasn't as yet put anything in the story
which might fit the pieture, he proceeds to
do so. In fact, the artist may havo suggested
something which will bridge a hard place in
the plot. Thus, in the construction of a dime
novel, there is perfect team work among
editor, author and artist.

Early in the game it was discovered that
cleanliness was the best policy in the dime
novel business. Some of thc !"S3 scrupulous
publishers were inclined to overstep all Lounds
of good taste. They had their heroes com¬

mitting rnurders and piling one atrocious
crime atop of another. Then an element of
sex began .o creep into some of the stories.
Po the credit of the publishers it is to be said
that these things were soon corrected.
"We never get a protest about dime novels

to-day," said Mr. Senarens. "The stories ar-

kept absolutely clean. Nor do they glorify
crime. The oldtime hero who waded through
blood is no more. The stories are kept lively
and full of incident. About the most the hero
does in a phystcal way is to give the villain
a punch on the jaw. The most successful
writers are those who keep their storiea fren
from ar.ything which would give oftense.
Where do we get the writers of these storl*»s?
Well, a newspaper man now and then demon*
strates the gift. As one gets accustomed to
the work it is possible to turn it out rapidly.
We have had some very good writers doing
the work for us.men who have made consid-
erable successes in literature."
The dime novels are printed as regular

weekly publications, under general titles, some
of which are "Pluck and Luck," "Work and
Win," "Fame and Fortune" and "Wild West."
A historical series is printed under the gen¬
eral title of "The Boys of '76." In this are
printed historical romances of thc Revolution,
similar to those made popular in book form

(Continued on -page ten),


